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vary in the length of wing of the males from 3°5 to 3:1 
inches, and those in the Swinhoe collection from China vary 
from 3'1 to 2-9 inches: (4) that it wants the tiny black spot 
on the chin; but more than half of my Yenesay examples 
want it also, though it is present in none of my Chinese 
skins: (c) that it has much less white on the outer tail- 
feathers ; but this assertion is only true on an average, some 
Chinese examples having more white on the outer tail- 
feathers than a selected few of the Yenesay skins. The 
Chinese form can, therefore only claim to be subspecifically 
distinct from the Siberian form under the name of Emberiza 
cloides castaneiceps. 

The special interest attaching to this bird at the present 
moment is that an example exhibited at a recent meeting of 
the Zoological Society was purchased by Mr. Robert W. 
Chase from a Mr. Matthew Bailey, who informed him that he 
had stuffed it from the flesh, and that it had been obtained 
by a fisherman at Flamborough, south of the headland, in 
October 1887. This specimen is in autumn plumage and 
is a male, bet from the small extent of the chestnut on 
the breast evidently not a very old one. The wing and tail 
measure each exactly 3 inches; there is no black spot on the 
chin, and the amount of white on the outside tail-feathers is 
so nearly intermediate between the two extremes that it 
would pass for cither of them. On the whole, however, the 
specimen approaches rather nearer to Emberiza cioides cas- 
taneiceps than to the typical form. 


XXIX.—WNotes on sone New-Zealand Birds. 
By T. W. Kırg, F.R.M.S. 


1. RHIPIDURA FULIGINOSA, Sparrm. Black Fantail. “ Ti- 
wakawaki.” 

This bird is generally beheved to be confined to the 
South Island; there are, however, several well-authenticated 
records of its capture in the north. A specimen was quite 
recently shot at Levin, a new township on the Wellington 
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and Manawatu Railway Company’s land, and was presented 
to the Colonial Museum by Mr. Charles Gillespie. 

I have been informed by asettler in the Manawatu district 
that the season before last a pair of these birds nested in the 
bush at the back of his property, and successfully reared 
their brood. He is positive as to the species. This would 
seem to show that they are not quite so scarce in the North 
Island as is usually supposed, even if they are not to be 
deemed indigenous. 


2. CARPOPHAGA NOVE-ZEALANDI£. Wood Pigeon. “ Kuku, 
Kereru.” 

I have yet another instance of abnormal colouring of this 
magnificent bird to record. The specimen was shot at Kai- 
koura in June 1887, and presented to the Colonial Museum 
by Mr. H. Inglis. The following is a description of it :— 
Head, neck, and breast normal colour, but of a duller shade. 
Hind neck and front portion of scapulars and wing-coverts 
rich brown, profusely interspersed with white (the body of 
each feather is quite white, but broadly tipped with rich 
chocolate-brown, which gives the colour to those parts) ; 
hind portions of scapulars and wing-coverts white, the fea- 
thers in some places tinged and edged with slaty grey; 
shafts of feathers deep brown, almost black. Wings slaty 
grey, much blotched with white, the feathers in most instances 
edged with coppery green, shafts normal colour. Rump 
white, but bluish-grey feathers are profusely intermixed. Tail- 
feathers white, but margined all round with bluish black, 
shafts black; beneath, these feathers are white, but so thickly 
spotted with brown as to appear of that colour; the two 
outer shafts are nearly white. Abdomen and lower tail- 
coverts white. Sides and lining of wings pale silvery grey, 
in places almost white. Beak and feet normal colour. 


3. LosivaNeLLus Lopatus. Wattled Plover. 

In a previous paper (Ibis, 1888, p. 45) I recorded the occur- 
rence of the Masked Plover (L. personatus) in New Zealand. 
The identification was made from a drawing and description 
supplied to me, but I have since had an opportunity of examin- 

SER. VI.—VOL. I. x 


298 On some New-Zealand Birds. 


ing the specimen which Mr. Drew, in whose possession it is, 
kindly brought to Wellington for my inspection. I find that 
the previous identification was incorrect, and that the species is 
really L. lobatus, the ‘‘ Wattled Plover; ” I therefore hasten to 
correct the mistake. The two species are very similar, the 
most striking difference being the amount of black on the 
neck, which was not sufficiently shown in the sketch. This 
species is called the “ Alarm Bird ” by the settlers im some 
parts of New South Wales, on account of its habit, when 
disturbed, of rising in the air, flying about excitedly, and 
screaming so loudly that every creature within reach of its 
cry is on the alert. 


4, CHÆTURA CAUDACUTA. Spine-tailed Swift. Needle- 
tailed Swallow. 


Mr. Drew also brought with him a very good specimen of 
this bird. It was shot at Manaia, Hawera County, in March 
1888, and was given to the present owner by Mr. Budge. 
This latest visitor is a female, as proved by dissection, the 
only difference between the sexes being that the male is 
rather larger than his mate. This species has a wide range ; 
it is said to breed under the snow-line in the Himalayas; it 
was found by Von Schrenck in Amoorland; it has been cap- 
tured in England, is common in Australia, and has now 
been taken in New Zealand. Large flocks visit the castern 
parts of Australia and Tasmania in the summer, but only 
stay a short time. It is probable that our specimen was 
merely an exhausted straggler from one of these flocks. It 
agrees well with the description given by Gould :—“ Crown 
of head, back of neck, and ear-coverts deep shining green, 
strongly tinged with brown; a small space immediately 
before the eye deep velvety black ; band cross the forchead, 
throat, inner webs of the secondaries nearest the back, a 
patch on the lower part of the flanks, and the under tail- 
coverts white ; wings and tail deep shining green, with purple 
reflexions ; centre of the back greyish brown, becoming 


darker towards the rump; chest and abdomen dark clove- 
brown.” 
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Mr. Gould makes the following remarks with regard to 
the enormous powers of flight possessed by this bird :—“ The 
keel or breast-bone of this species is more thau ordinarily 
deep, and the pectoral muscles more developed than in aay 
bird of its weight with which I am aequainted. Its whole 
form is especially and beautifully adapted for extended flights, 
hence it readily passes from one part of the world to another, 
and, if so disposed, may be engaged in hawking for flies on 
the continent of Australia at one hour, and in the next be 
similarly employed in Tasmania.” 


5. PHALACROCORAX punctatus. Spotted Shag. 

I have already published (Ibis, 1888, p. 44) a description 
by Mr. J. C. McLean of the nesting of this species near 
Cape Kidnappers. He has since forwarded me an egg, taken 
from the nest by himself. It measures 2.8, inches in length 
by 1.8; in greatest diameter. 


XXX.—WNotes on the Spotted Shag (Phalacrocorax punctatus). 
By J. C. McLean. 


In the January part of ‘The Ibis’ for last year (Ibis, 1888, 
p. 42) appeared a paper, by Mr. T. W. Kirk, entitled “ Notes 
on the Birds of New Zealand,” in which is a note of the 
occurrence and breeding of the Spotted Shag (Phalacrocoraxr 
punctatus) in the North Island of New Zealand. 

Mr. Kirk quotes parts of Sir Walter Buller’s remarks to 
the effect that this species is plentiful in the South Island, 
but that only a few instances are known of its occurrence in 
the North Island, and that three is the usual number of eggs 
laid. Mr. Kirk points out that I had never seen more than 
two eggs in a nest. At that time I had only once visited 
the nests when there were eggs and young. Since then, 
however, I have had better opportunities for visiting and 
observing this small colony or “ Shaggery,” and have taken 
more eggs. I was very fortunate lest season (1888), and 
have some interesting facts to record. 

It was in December 1881 that I first visited Cape Kid- 
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